33. SPEECH AT MERCHANTS' ASSOCIATION, PURANBA^AR

May 10, 1925

Replying to the address1, Gandhiji at the outset expressed his keen sense
of regret at his inability to bring either of the Ali Brothers with him. He
said that the mere singing of his praise was of no use. What he wanted was
complete Hindu-Muslim unity. Untouchability should go. He admitted
that it did not exist in Bengal in the form in which it existed in South India,
but from the Namasudras of Bengal, he came to learn of the iniquitous treat-
ment which was being meted out to them. To remove poverty from Hindus-
tan, they should all take to the charkha and wear khadl He wanted to
purge the country of all sins, including the vice of drinking. It was his firm
conviction that swaraj would never come to them unless they worked up the
triple programme laid down by him*
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34.   SPEECH AT CIVIC RECEPTION, CHANDPUR*

May 10, 1925

Mahatmaji at first thanked the Reception Committee and the Munici-
pality for the addresses (manpatras as he called them) they had given him. It
was only the outcome of their love for him that the references to his virtues
were made therein. Accepting their love he said he would pray to God for
acquiring those virtues and he, therefore, accepted the encomiums as a token
of their love.

Referring to the expression of disappointment mentioned in the Reception
Committee's address so far as the amount of work was concerned, he said
that there was nothing to be disheartened, if one would stick to one's work
with earnestness, spirit of sacrifice and humility.

God said that we should always stick to the performance of
our duty irrespective of the result.

Mahatmaji emphasized this, saying our religion teaches us to remain
engaged to duty. He said that he understood the reason of the slow progress

1 Presented earlier to Gandhiji

2 A public meeting was held on the Railway  Ground in the morning.
Hand-spun yarn and addresses printed on khaddar were presented to Gandhiji
on behalf of the people and the Municipality.   Gandhiji's reply in Hindi was
translated into Bengali by Satish Chandra Dasgupta of Khadi Prati$than
Sodepur.                                                                   f                                   '